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Igan te aching in 1 


M AND ARTISTS. 


We extract from the criticisms of the Ghent 
Salon, which appeared in the Fondsenbladof Aug. 
21, the following notice of Mr. Charles Sprague 
Pearce’s picture, which subsequently was deco¬ 
rated with the only medal of honor awarded to 
painters—the highest recompense of the Govern¬ 
ment. The young Bostonian may well he proud of 
this honor that has been awarded to him, a stran¬ 
ger, in competition with the distinguished artists 
of Europe: “We have just used the word realism. \ 
Well, the most perfect realistic painting, the 
finest, is that of Mr. Charles Pearce, representing 
a shepherdess. Artists who maintain that realism 
must replace idealism, may here learn a lesson by 
examining this picture in its least details, where 
they will find that the two schools do not oppose 
each other, but that they harmonize. Look at the 
shepherdess, a slender girl leaning on a stick, lost 
in dreams and in deep thoughtfulness, while her 
sheep in the distance graze contentedly. Mr. 
Pearce’s masterly execution brings to mind mem¬ 
ories of Picardie. The painting belongs to the 
class of Bastien-Lepage, but according to our mod¬ 
est idea, we prefer the shepherdess to Jeanne d’Arc, 
which w r as exhibited here three years ago. Here 
is distance, light, perspective, well given, while 
the painting of Lepage lacks these important fea¬ 
tures. There is also much touching poesy in this 
picture, while the artistic w r ork deserves the very 
highest praise.” The medal of honor confirms the 
propriety of this criticism. 

The fire in the building of the Cowles Art School 
did not interrupt its sessions. 
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